
Tournament Notes for First Timers 
From Mike Ellenbogen 

 

Congratulations! Your child knows the rules of chess and is confident enough to enter the upcoming 
Annual Pelham Tournament. This will be the first tournament for some players, so I wanted to take 
the time to provide parents a quick primer on what to expect for those who may be new to chess 
tournament play.  

Details for a typical chess tournament: Please plan to arrive half-hour prior to your child‛s section 
start time. For the upcoming Pelham Chess Tournament, the Unrated Sections (K-1, Novice 2-5) begin 
at 10:15 am. The Rated Sections (Primary, Elementary and Reserve) begin at 10:00 am.  
Please bring your printed email confirmation with you if you registered online. If you mailed in your 
entry you can check the participants list from the pelhamchess.com website the night before by 
clicking on the tournament registration link. Please check in at the Registration Desk upon arrival to 
confirm that your son/daughter is on the Pre-Registration list. If not, and you believe you pre-
registered, see a Tournament Director at the front check in table. An announcement will be made as 
the tournament is about to begin. The location of each section‛s pairings will be hung in different 
areas of the cafeteria to allow space for viewing. The pairings will show your child who they are 
playing, at what board number they are playing, and what color they will have for that game. 

Each player will play 4 rounds, as there is no elimination. Players are expected to play all their games. 
In the event of an illness or emergency forcing you to leave early, please alert tournament staff so 
your child will not be paired for the next round. Players earn one point for winning, a half point for 
drawing (tie), and zero points for a loss. Players generally do not compete against someone from their 
own school, however, in the event both players have a perfect score going into the last round there 
may be some instances where players from the same school may have to play each other.  Some 
matches will be quick (e.g., several minutes) while other matches will take much longer. Note that 
parents are required to stay out of the room where the students are playing. The day will end 
for the less experienced sections around 1:30-2pm. Note that a parent/caregiver must be on hand 
for each child during the entire tournament. The day for rated sections can last longer depending 
on length of the matches. Award ceremonies follow as soon as each section‛s games are finished. The 
K-1 section will receive participant medals in addition to any earned trophies. All other sections 
receive earned trophies only.  

Food and drinks will be available for sale. All proceeds will go to support Pelham Chess. Ingalls Field 
should be available for students to run around in between matches to stretch and get fresh air.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to e-mail me at pelhamchess@gmail.com .  

Best and good luck to all players! 


